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LORD'S ACCOUNT OF WINNSBORO FROM THE SPRING OF 1864
THROUGH THE INVASION OF SHERMAN'S ARMY IN FEBR. 1865




TEF SUNLAY NEYSs CDARLFOTON, 8, C., FFRIBAFY 17, 1910

IN TEE PATH CF SPYFMAN
WINNVEROFOUAE, SOUTHE CAROLIYMA, AF IT "AS IN 1P64w=THE
CCOHING CF THF INVATFES, ANL EOW & PREACKHEF

TEIFL TO SAVE THEE TO¥N,

(Copyright by hksarper & Brothers, hew York. 211 Fights Heserved,)

In the Februery number of Eesrper'a Ksgszine Nr, ¥, W,
Lord, Jr,, dercribes the viciseituder of Fils fsther, tre Fev.
%, %, Lord, who wss reotor of Chlrist's Churchk in Vicksburg
st the time of the cspture of thst city by tke linion forces,
Mr., Lord snd his ferily, efter tre fall of Vieksburg, moved
fineily to Winnsborough, S. C., ®snd were resldents of that town
when Stermen's srmy resched@ fouthr Cerolina. The following ex-

trsot from ¥r. Lord's moert interezting erticle is rerrinted

with tre permission of lerper's Msgsazine:

In tre 1light of retrogreszsion to the household methods
of primevsl msn, dependent upon tre spolls of the woods gnd
fields for fcod, @ esll to tre reectorskip of Crrist Church (thia
st.ould be Et, Jokn's, kis Vicksburg clurech wss Christ), wirnes-

borough, Stouth Csrolinse, whichk resched my fetrer or Fester Sunday,




1RG4, csme 83 welccme relesse from the 1ife of the =2svege huntepr,
restoring kim to rie proper sphere of prieat snd sclolsr smong
men of good will, The hoepitslity of Soutk Csroline irs proverbial,
snd my fether gregtly desired to ldentify the fortunes of rie
family with trose of the generous descendsnts of devcut Puguenots

snd gelient Cevaliers,

Ror wse he disgppointed 4n reserd to hie expectstions
from the people of tre o0ld Pelmetto Stete, Upon our errivsl at
®innsborough, sfter sn indeccribsbly tedious jJourney over rail-
rcsds opersted under military superviasion, we found the only two
non-combatent members of Christ Chureh veatry sweiting us st the
station in thelr femily esrrsiges. One of these gentleren waa
en invslld mershsnt exempt from militery service becsuse of oone
atitutionsl silments which msede sotivity of tret kind impos=ibhle.
Tre other wes 8 plryslicien of such grest welght end unweildly
proportions tret re hed been rejected er insligible for srmy or
ngvy by tre none toc lenient consoription offlicers of tre Con-
federste @omprnment., The suthorities, indeed, were st thst time
Grefting for sctive service every aveilsble shite meén end boy
between the agee of 1€ to &0 yesrs, The mejority of the vestry
wore gble bodiec volunteers serving in tle rsnks of Genersl
Hampton or venersl Wreeler; but never ws~ s militsnt msjorlity
In tle fleld better represented by aen invaelicd minorlty et Lome.
Tre grest dootor snd his felliow stsy-at-home vestrymen greeted
ues witl & cordiality that masde us feel w8 1f Winnsborougl ss
wel]l as tre clhurch snc¢ rectory were st our dispossl. Te found

the lstier filied to owerflowing with the libersl contributions




of tre entire community. All of the things of which we lad
valnly longed for in Oreensborough we found here. Coffee, teas,
claret, bresndy, flour, losf suger, smoking tcbscco uand preserves
Led been contributed from the personel stores of our new neigh.
bore, msny of whom were not Episcopsliens; some indeed, ar we
were sfterwsrds told, were Jews., A spirit of generous hospltelity
towsard "the strsngzer within their getee”, whom they welcomed to
brotherhood snd lesdership, hed swept through the community

snd rfilled tre rectory with the good things of 1ife, some of
vliich money cculd not buy. The more precious srticles were in
empil guenitities, but to our esger eyes g lump of rugsr aseemed
8 losf snd e grain of coffee s mirhecle. Tlie bin wes full of
sorn, the woodshed full of wood, the psntry well supplied with

bscon, rice snd mesl,

¥y mother , upon resching this pert of the housme, wes
feirly overcume, snd, sitting cdown upon s convenlent box, gaszed
st our lLousehold tressure in ailent repture, My father decamped
to the baok yard to smoke und welk ewey the nenes= of it all,
vhile my sisters snd I danced pnd shouted in unrestreined delight

st seeing onee more 2o much that wes good to est.

About « yesr sfter our arrivsl st ¥innsborougr the rectory
becsme an exposition in ministure througl sn unexpected turn 1in
the wheel of fortune., ¥y moklrer, by birth & Beltimoresn, wrote
some letteras to rer relstlives in trst ocity wken we left Go rgla

for South Cerolins, Trese letters pssred througl *he lines by




scme mirscle of cdiplomstic effort, and resched treir destinetion
in ssfety. In reply the Beltimore friends succeeded in sending
us gn invoice of dry goods and toyes, rsnging from linens end

hocp skirta, & rutber bouncing bell snd a do0ll baby.

All ¥innsborough flocked to see thepe long-unfamiliar
wonders from tle outside world. Gentlewomen trod lightly end
apokhd# in whispers, touocling tenderly srticlee whiash brought
buck memories of & vanisked psst, snd children's eyes grew lsrge
as ey gezed &t things of which they had hesrd snd dresmed, but
whiel: they hsd never seen before. Ah, the rough homespun oeloth
the ludies wore next to their deinty skines end o ften as thelir
outeide garments! How cosrse end lsrsh it seemed compsred with
the flne linen, soft flanrel snd snowy muslin-film, Yet there
wes not one of those dsughters of the South, though ocled in
dresses many times mede oOver, end regretfully cslling to mind
thieir eilken gowne gone up in wer belloons st Fichmond's regubsit-
ion, who woulé not glsdly hsve made the sserifice agein et the

eall of the Southern Confedreey.

Thus st Winneborough msny he py d4ys were ps=sed by the
Vicksburg refugees in the midat of e pesceful guietude wkich was

deatined, alssl to prove only 1llusive snd treneitory.

My father, honored and consulted by all, wes &« tower of

strength to the feinthesrted, yet he well knew thst ™innsborough

]




weg slumbering in an sltogether imeginsry security, and that
tke storm of invesion esweepling through the desolsted South

might et any moment burst fierasely upon the vil: sge,

THE CCH#ING OF SHYRMAM

It ceme 81l too soon, when on & cloudless night Columble
in flsmes mede & red glow in the esky to the southwerd, snd we
¥new that Shermsn wss within & diy's march of Winnsborouvgh, whish

lsy Cireestly in bhia path.

Qur nelghbor over the way, s retired Rebrew merchant,
before leaving the villege for perte unknown, surk two c¢csses of
superior French brandy end other veluable srticles into his
bsrnysré well - s fooliah effort st coneeslment, beceuse Chermen's
looting =cldiery, while never drinking water from urtested wellas,
for fesr of poistn, inverlsbly, and oftem with success, explored
treir depths for hicden tressure. The invelid senior werden of
Christ Churech Perish hestened with Lis family tc the plantation
of & couein ssfely dletent from the sest of trouble, lesving =8
prey to the inveder s warehouze full of merchendise of slmost
inestimsbde velue st the wsrtime prices prevalling in the South,
Qur next-door neighbor, & msn of uncouth fsce sndé form, In suoh
ma ked contrsst to the grsce anc besuty of hir wife thst they
were known far snd wide &8 "Besuty snd the Besst,” left Lis
Beauty un.erf@ed ssve for the promiaed protection of my father,

enéd took to the woods, with tlre hiding-plaees of whielh he had




become familisr during his freguent flighte to escspe conseription,

¥y faether spent most of the night in the woodshed ad-
Joining our kitehen, tesring down s grest pile of pine knots
snd then rebullding the pile srocu-d and sbove & stout wooden
box. This box sontsined the fumily silver, whiol hed been ex-
humed from the church~ysrd in Vicksburg end had "refugesd" with
us through Louisisnas, Alsbama, and Georgle. These were o few
of the many busy doingas of the panio-stricken villagers that
night, The next morning found ¥Winnsborough with en sdult male
wbite populstion, of just two persons, my father, e psroled
prisoner of wer &nd olergyman, snd his four-hundred pound vestry-
men, tre village doetor, whose ungsinly bulk hsd msde him of

neccessity s non-sombatant.

S8itting in & solemn council in the reotory, these two

" lone protestore of Winnsborough resolved to meet General Sherman
Leif-wsy between Winnsborough snd Coiumbla snd petition him to
spare the vil age from pillage send the toreh. Accordingly thils
little smbascy, representing &s it did the spirit and flesh

of the community, set forth lIn a substantisl dog-eart, the entire
front seat of whioh was filled by the portly frame of the dostor.
The doctor's sturdy rorse, notwithstending the hesvy burden whieh
he hed to pull, proved a good rosdster, and by sundown the trav-
eldnps resched the cutpost of the Union Army, Jjust ss 1t wes
going into csmp for tre night, a half-diy's mereh from Columbia.

Fortunstely tke officer-of-the-dsy proved tc be & brother ¥eson,




snd sccess to the hesdquarters tent wee resdily sttsined by the
two Southerneres. Trere, however, to their confusion end dismsey,
an sudience witl: the genersl wes denied them. In this dilemme

my fether made thet signal of distress whick, through the ages
#inoce the bullding of the Temple has never gone unheeded, ond
from tt e group in wsiting an officer of higr rink etepped forwaerd
snd volunteered to tuke Cem ersal Shermen the villsge delegation®h
ples. This wee to the effect thet Winnsborough contsined no
cotton Leld in storagé end sheltered only helples= women usné
e¢hildren, the srmy on its merel not be permitted to burn snd

piilsge it.

"BURN ARD BF DAMPLI"
The reply came quiek snd terse: "Burn end pilllsege snd

be demned! My soldiers msy do es they plesael”

My fether protested indignsntly egsinat whet he called
un eleventh century snawer to « ninetsenth century apreal; but
he wse promptly werned bagk to silence by the remsrk of s staff
officer, that gentlemen of Lis cloth hed besn ment North in iréns
for seying less, i moment lsater he wes tiken sside coutiounly
by the cfficer who hed eocted sa his messenger, osnd wus fisternslly
sdvined to return st once sil<ntly to "innasborough, lest asomething
worse might Lhepuen., A passsport throuzl the Union lines wss
Landed him, sn¢ » promise wes mede that tre hesdguerters of
Genersl Shermsn encd Lis staff would certsinly be fixed vithin

the reeldentisl part of the villege, wrich vould wvell to save




tle rectory.

With thils one sme!l ster of hope in the midat of the
darkness, the dejected ambassedors drove back through the night
to the anxiously expectent people of Winrsborought #nd great
was their distress when they Leard of the Impending conflegation,

piliege and stsrvetion which threastened them all,

It wss not the zound of the fife snd drum that herslded
thie spprosch of Sherman's triumplant army on its return march
towsrd¢ the North, but the lowing of driven cattle snd the
syuwiwking of poultry snd tre squealing of pigs hung from the
sedcdle-bows or Aragged bebind the horses of the foreégers send

bummerse,

Amid the lsughter, shouts, snd rsonges of the forsgers
snd the scowling glenoee of the sullen bummers, this sdvenoe
guerd of unofficered snd undi=oeiplined stragpleras, who risked
capture by Hempton's or Wheeler's men for the shhe cf gsthering
the oresm of the booty, rode along our little street without
meking anq depredstions or psylng seny attention to the closed
stutters and doors of the frightened villegers; g¥Middrds for
the pioneers seemed to knew that their conguering general -
"Uncle Billy," ss they fondly oalled him - wes to mske hins
hesdquerters orn thst street and®tre Jjackel does not nrey where

he makes his 14Ar." Down-town, however, the torch was scon #




applied by the main body of the srmy, which hed entered tre
vlllege by enother rosd, end tre bualneas portiorn of ¥innsborough
we® st once wrept in flimes, Like trusnts out of sachool, tlese
overgrowr "Boys in Blue" played snowbsll slong the firelit streets
witl presiouve flcur; mede bonfires of #hems snd sldes of bsoon
that were wortl slmost fesbulous suma in s time cof srol desrth; set
barrels vn? boxes of creuckers aflost on 2treams of vineger end
molasses thet were sent flowing down the gutters from hesdless
bsrrels; end fed their horses from hste filled with supsyr, throw-
ing vhat remainsd into the fismes or mud. In this wanton horse~
play enougr foodatuffs vwere destroyed to have nourdered tre com-

munity sbunédsntly for st lesst s yesr,

Tre high cesrndvel wem held thur emid tle hurning stores
down town, the remidentisl seotions of the villspe were not neg-
leocted. 41]1 homes outel @ the msored limits of tre readquarters
precinet were stripred of fuod snéd tressure, snd even in those
protected by thre esgle of suthority sn empty lerder msrked the

depsrture of tre uninvited guesta,

By hocok or by erook the purpose of tle msster mind was
fulrfilied, snd st ¥innsborough, ss elsewhers, fesmine followed
closely upon his heels, to sow despsir in furroughs ploughed

by denrclaticn,

Trst the conflagstion wes st lesat controlled wes cdue

to the intervention of Brig. Uen. Sloeum, of New York. Clsiming
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thet the extension cof the fire line might endsnger the hesd-
guerters residence; he orgenized s buscket brigasde of blueceats
and se» to i1t thet "Uncle Billiy's" house snd the publie bulldings
esoeed the flemes, Gen. Slooum, for our protection, esteblished
besdguarters st the reotory for seversl members of his steff;

snd now, smoke-grimecd from the fire front, he celled tlrere to

gee thet all wes ss Le had plesnned,

A sentinel kept guerd st our cottage, whichk wes bullt
on s sloping lot snd without & eellsr, ss is customsry in the
South, ené hs¢ a porch eleveted sbout rive feet sbove the ground.
Thia porch wae fenced in by a wooden lattiee, meking s roomy
sir chsmber behwath it snd baek of the front steps. A psrt of
thies lsttice Laé¢ become displaced «nd s nelghbor's hog Led
found ite wsy uncder the porch and hed rooted up the eurth o
#8 to give it tre sprearwnce of bheving been recently disturtved,
Lsdy "Besuty , our next docr nelgibor, enjoyed comparstive safety
in tre shadow of our officisl protection during tre absence of
the "Besst?, told us, sfter it wes all over, thst eshe hsd been
amused to obaserve from her upstairs window our faithful sentinel
foliow the path of tle hog benesth the poreb end ¢ig Industriously
with hie bgyonet &in tie upturned ecil, Loping thus to unearth
& hicdden trescsure. Alms) thet such diligence shounlcd leve gone
unrewvsrded; but es hse been related, our sallver lsy sefely

buried elsewhere under two oords of wood.
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TEE CAVIKG OF WIWNSBOROUGR

The ubijuitous, irrepreassble, snéd injuisitive smell
bey seved Winnasborough from a supplementsry plliasge snd con-
fisgution. Actuated by & deeire to loot the resldences in the
resdguerters neizhborrocd, six seperate fellows @;d in tre
Court louse Tower {thls mumt hsve been the'uﬁ£§e;‘:;lthe Sourt
fiouss red ne tower), determined to remsin behind the army long
enough to burn snd plunder to their lLeart's content snd yet hsve
time to join the resr gusrd before the night set in. But lesven
willed 1t otherwise, A bend of villsge doys, wandering umid the
ruins, by chsnce cdiscovered the maursders peerirg like vultures
from their lofty perch within the dbelfry, snd reatened with the
informeticn to my fether, Fortunately three of the Urion officera
qusrtered et the reotory by Gen. Slooum, red been detallec with
& sguad of men to bring up the resr as whiprers-in of atregglers,
These offlicers hacd rounded un thelr wsifs end streys gnd were
bi “ing ferewell to my psrents tefore raustenineg after the srmy,
vhen the terror-stricken boye srriveé hot-footed snd gesped out
thelir story. Cur friends of tre enemy snd recent guesate thus
found themeelves upon tre horns ¢f & modt embsrrscaing Adilemms;
a desire to srrest these thelvisl stregzlers, end & nstursl dread
of capture by the light horse Confederate Cavalry, which hung
econstuntly upon the outskirts of the invseling ermy for tlre pur-
pose of cutting off stregglers or of engsging eny small detsch-

ment sent out on speciszl duty.
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In the end duty triumphed cver fear. My fuather gsave
them a letter which promised for themselves, their prieoners,
sné men safe-conduct until they resched tre Unlon lines, and they
proceded to the Ucurt House witlh their aquad of men. There they
d1mlodged from the belfry the crestfsllen robbers snd inscendisries,
with evidence of their gullt upon them in oll-soaked tow. Then
they »ll set forth to overtske the srmy, snd with no other safe-
guard than the letter of a clergyman wnd Mester Hason to Uenerals
Esmpton snd Wheeler, who, he felt sure, would respect his ples
for the men who had swved from utter destruction the Southern

town,

Yes: = afterwards we learned thet the Union officers
hed indeed encountered Gen, hwumpton who honored their strange
pasaport snd esgorted them asfely tc & point within essy resch

of Sherman'es lines,

TEYE PATH OF SHEERMAN
Along the sixty=mile=wide pith of the inveding «rmy s
it lelsurely took its oourse through South Usroline on 1ts march
from Ssvanneh, blsckened chimneys marked the sites of onoce haspry
romes; iron ra«ila brought to & white heat in fires made from the
wooden ties thet hed supported them, snd twisted into grotesgue
g spes showed where the reilroasds hed been, snd in tre sbesence of

the voices of poultry,#sheep, or kine from the descleted flelds




sné ruins slong tre rosédside rrooclsimed tre reipn of femine snd
decrsir. ihe courtry wee swept s2 glesn of foof es 12 & men's
face of ¥Yis besrd by & well-plied rszor. Iin msny instences the
familles of tre affluent plenters slept in the wooda or were
gled to find slelter in the buts #nd cubina of thelr former

=l syes,

in Winnstorough our femily wee emong the more fortunste
for the officers thet were gquertered st the rectory left behind
them s bin helf filled with husked Indien maise. Ar 8 means of
softening this hLard yedlow corn, 8o ss to meke 1t edible, we
pluced s berrel conteining wood asher upon & cheir in the bsck
yord snéd bored & hole in the base of this berrel. ¥rom thie ho'e
trere trickled into & bucket » strong eolution of lye, produced
by rein-wster which was roured at intervels upon the top~ of
the arhes, through whichk 1t filtered, gethering strength in its
dowpward course, Steeped thoroushly in the lye wsater true ob-
t+ined, tre corn ewelled snd becaems, when oo:ked, 8 deliciouvs and
nutritious lerie-horiny ruch ss is served todsy In ocur best
hotele. But not sll of the inhesbitantas of Winnsboroughk hed the
pood fortune to posress meterisl which could be converted into
such heslthful food. Kesny fsmililes brought up ir luxury would
gledly hieve cevoured "the huske whielh the swine did eat", but
they Fe@ nelther the huske nor the swine, to ssy notring of good
herd yealow corn., Fortunetely, st this crisis s friend of the
South sné¢ of Lumenity occupled the Executive Hsnasion Iin ¥Wealhing-

ton. Born in Kentueky, less then & hundred miles from tre birth-
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plece of Jeffereon Usvie, who shell ssy *hat Abrehsm Lincoln

loved tre Sout: leas becsuse he loved the U-ion more? The

evidence of history sroes to show that he yesrned over tre seceded
Southkern brethren 3 David di1d over Absslom snd tlet he longed to
reve them reatored to the Urion with sll of tre righkte of loysl
citizenz, In s qgmorsble letter to Forace Greeley, under the date
of August 22, 1562, #r. Linooln proved that kis higrest sgpirstion
wee for & reunited people, when re egsids "My psremourt object

in this strugsle ia to s=uve th+ Tinfon, snd 1t %s not eltrer to
ssve or deatroy slsvery, If I could asve tre Uplon vithout free-

Iing sny rléve, 1 would o 1t; and if 1t would seve it by freeing

some snd leaving others slone, I would do *kst,"

Tinnaborough was now under the commsnd of s ygusrtermaater
general, who, in & new uniférm end with & resplendent allken flag
flying sbove lils hesadyuerters in tre Court houre, represented in
8 most gentlemsnly wmf considerate msnner the beneficence of the
United Ststes Government smong the grusled wnd ralf-starved peow

ple.

¥y fether's church wes destroyed Lty tre fire durirg the
raléd, end he held aservices afterwsrde in tre town hell oprosite
the Court fouse. ere, with the "tsrs snd Stripes flying sbove
the quartermester's offfce and pleinly vieible from the chencel,
ke regulerly presyed for the"President of the Confederate States
snd sll others in autherity.” Finelly s Sundsy csme =ken tre full

drears uniform of the Unlted States gquertermssater mejor sttended
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service n? mst nesr the deor. ¥ithout showing thet he recog~
nized the presence of & Union officer smong his 1ittle flock,

my fether st tre proper pcint in tre pervise preyed In esrnest
tones "tre kigh and mighty ¥uler of the Universe......to behold
end bless......tr¢ Presidont of the Confederste Ststes snd gll
others in sutrority." £t the words "Confederste Skiktes™ the officisl
representative of trhe"President of the United Stutes™ arose from
his et und witbdrew in silent protest, Fysterloesl conaretulations,
mingled witl A1smel predictions of & ¥orthern prison, ewsited

my fether upon his cdlarcbing after the benedietlon: and, more to
trhe point, & corporsl ir uniform awsited him st the docr. But
instead of hendouffs, es some expected, the corporsl presented
nothing more slsrming thun the compliments of the MHujor, snd the
reguent thret tre rector stop at hesdquarters on hin way home

fiom cburch. At hesdguspters, emid the incense of gond tobeoco,
tre repreaentetive of militery seculer power snd suthority toid
¥te servsnt of Oh#ist's Church militent thaet ke must not pray

for trePreeident of *‘re Confederate Sthéea™ while u-der the

fleg of tre U 1ted Ststes of Americs, se2 was now the cssre in
winnaboroughy sné thst if he could not conscientiously presy for
tre "Presicdent of the Inited 3tstes" he muast omit the prauger.

To tris may fether replied thet so long sa there remiined s
"presicdent of tre Confederate Stst ¢a" he end hie congresetion must
epcolfically prey for him sné¢ for none othrer, nor could ttey
mutilate tre Book ¢f Jomron Prsyer; but he susgested thst if In

¢ apirit of Christian clarity the ¥slor would consent, se & com~

promise, to @ prayer for the "President.... and s8ll otlers in
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authority," the problem would be molved., In this cuse the reator
sn¢ 81l kls people would certainly prasy ir epirl* with all thelrp
Lesrts for tre "President of the Confederste Sfdées," srd ‘te
slor spd sny of hls men attendlng s=ervice might with eqgual ain-
serity snd fervor prey vitl'n their Lhesrts for tre "Presigent

of the United States.” Under this eirsenpement none need be

disturved nor sifronted.




